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THE EARLY USE OF AMALGAM 


R/ The use of amalgam as early as ancient Chinese times was noted in 
the Bulletin (IV: April, 1956). More recently L. J. Baume has 
published an interesting article entitled "Amalgamff!llung Anno Domini 

1601" (filling with in the year 1601) in ashe 
Zeitschrift filr Stomatologie (55:188-193, April 1958). The first few 
pages are devoted to a historical review of notices in the earlier 
literature concerning amalgam as a filling material. The really 
this article, however, concerns the discovery 
of a passage in Latin (in:-a book’ by Tobias Vornkreil, Empirica, Medi- 
camenta, etc.) published in 1601, which deals with the use of an 
amalgam of "vitriol" used as a filling material. Amalgam hus always 
been supposed to be a development of the early nineteenth century;and 
although it is unlikely that there is a direct connection between this 
use of amalgam at the beginning of the seventeenth century and the 
dental amalgams of the later time, yet it is possible that mercury as 

a potential means of plasticizing metals remained throughout the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries in the: knowledge of chemists to 


be made usable by the dentists of 1818-1826, when the silver amalgams 
first anneared. 


The "vitriol" referred to, the author explains, was copper sulphate, 
Since only it was so designated in early times, 


DENTAL HISTORIOGRAPHY IN 
e/ The editor, during his sojourn in Mexico, visited Dr. Samuel 
astlicht, member of the A.A.H.D., well-known orthodontist, dental 
historian, bhbliographer, and dental anthropologist. In his handsome 
residence in the colonia of Lomas (The Hills) is his magnificent 
library, a large room with filled bookshelves covering all four walls. 
The collection consists of books, both old and new, related to the 
history of dentistry and medicine, anthropology and archeology. The 
classics of earlier centuries are excenvtionally well represented, as 
are also less known early books of Mexican origin. This is the 
inspiration, one may assume, of Dr. Fastlicht's most complete and 
excellent work, Bibliografia Odontologica Mexicana (1954). His 
original researches appear in his many articles both in Swvanish and 
English on the dental customs of the early natives of Mexico, and 
in his volume in the series known as the Enciclopedia Mexicana de Arte 
entitled 1 Arte de las Mutilaciones Dentarias, 1951, based on the 
collection of skulls in Museo Nacional de Anthropologia de Mexico and 


elsewnere. This is a work of collaboration with the anthronologist, 
Dr. Javier Romero. 


Since this publication Dr. Fastlicht has collected much new material 
which, it may be exnected, will appear in printed form before long. 


Such material requires special critical examination, for it is open to 
deception, as has been demonstrated in mandibles where foreign teeth 
have been filed at the root and inserted into vacant sockets to sim- 
ulate genuine specimens. 


Dr. Fastlicht discussed with the editor some of the problems faced by 
persons interested in the history of dentistry in Mexico. These 
difficulties were much the same as those found in other parts of the 
world and can be summarized as a lack of any considerable number of 
persons interested in the history of dentistry, and a lack of any 
considerable output of serious ely si work in that field. Much of 
the published literature in Latin-America, apparently, consists of 
general articles based on secondary sources, as it does also in Europe 
and the United States. 


The matter of publishing a journal devoted to the history of dentistry 
was also discussed. It was recognized that the publication of such a 
journal would give great impetus to the study of dental history. This 
would be possible, it was agreed, only if some organization or indi- 
vidual supported such a publication with funds sufficient to issue a 
quarterly or even a semiannual of modest extent, and if a competent 
editor could be secured to contact workers throughout the world and 
inspire production. It is as necessary, it was agreed, to support 

a journalby adequate contributions of original historical articles 

as to support it by funds for publication, 


S. A. BEMIS OF BOSTON 

B/ Samuel A. Bemis, 1790- 1880, is recorded as a dentist at least 
three times in the literature. Adelbert Fernald merely mentioned him 
among "The First Men to Practice Dentistry in Boston" (International 
D. Je, 24:520. 1903), but was able to learn little about him. T. W. 
Palmer in 1952 (New York D. J. 18:251-253, June-July, 1952) gave fur- 
ther account of him in an article entitled "Ghost of 5. A. Bemis." 
More recently Mrs. Florence Morey, who runs The Inn Unique at Crawford 
Notch, New Hampshire, originally the residence of Dr. Bemis, has con- 
tributed a life of Bemis, known as Lord of the Valley,to Appalachia, 
June, 1958. A nainting of some sort of society meeting at Boston, 
dental or otherwise, is in possession of the author and represents 
Dr. Bemis in the gathering. The meeting has not been identified. 


ROWLANDSON'S CARICATURE OF RUSPINI 

R/ The question has long been posed: Who is the central figure in 
owlandson's print, Transplanting of Teeth, 1787? Dr. J. Menzies 
Campbell reports that a lately discovered “proof before letters" shows 

clearly the name Ruspini on the half open door. 


* #* This number was issued in January, 1959. 


